Woodstock Festival Vowsto Carry On

By RICHATID F. SIIEPARD

The producers of 28 mam-
moth three-day music fosti-
val in the Orange County
town of Wallkill continued
yesterday to make prepara-
tions for the fete, but a
group of local residents said
they would seck an injunc-
tion to keep it out of town.

The event is the Wood-
stock Art and Music Festi-
val, scheduled to begin Aup.
15, with such folk and rock
stars as Joan Baez, Janis
Joplin, Jimi Hendrix and the
Jefferson Airplane. Nearly
50,000 tickets have been sold
and the promoters say that
as many as 200,000 pcople
might attend.

An application by the
sponsors, Woodstock Ven-
tures, for permission to put
up temporary structures was
denied Tuesday night by the
Wallkill zoning board of ap-
peals, John Roberts, presi-
dent of Woodstock Ventures,
said that his group did not
recognize the board's au-
thority and that the festival
would be held as promised.

Joseph Owen, assistant
town attorney of Wallkill,
said yesterday that shouid
the festival be held, its pro-
ducers would he subject to
penalties for violating town
ordinances, The penalties in-
clude 350 fine andjor six
months in prison for the offi-
cers of the corporation, for
each vlelation each day,

The zoning board's decl-

sion was hased on its opinion
that the 100 proposed tempo-
rary structures—for a stape,
dressing rooms and toilet fa-
cilities — would contravene
local ordinances. A group of
local citizens under the title
of the Concerned Citizens
Committee has taken a lead-
ing role in fighting the pro-
posed festival,

In an interview yesterday,
Frank Jennings, chairman of
the group, said that the com-
mittee had obtained 500
names on an antifestival pe-
tition.

“It's not that we're against
folk music, jazz or festivals
if planned properly,” he said,
“They didn’t plan it right.”
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He said that plans for traf-
fic, health and security were

inadequate for the event.
The committee, he said, had
sought information on plan-
ning from music festival sites
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.;
Newnort. R. .. Boston and |
North Ridge, Calif.,, as well |
as the New York City Parks
Department and Shea Stadi-
um, where the Beatles ap-
peared in 1965.

Wallkill is 80 miles from
New York, near Middleton
and Route 17, which leads to
the Catskills. Mr. Jennings
said there were only three
country reads, without di-
viders or shoulders, leading

to the 200-acre site of the
fostival.

He added that his group '
had taken the first steps to
get an injunction in New
York State Supreme Court
to ban the festival. This may
be decided by the court next
week, he said.

Mr. Roberts, whao hired a
number of experienced offi-
cials to handle safety aspects
of the festival, said that 300
police were heing sought
from the New York City Po-
lice Department tn work at
t?e festival in their of{-duty
time.

The festival is alsn trying
to work out a system by
which people could be bused
to the festival from a site
seven miles away to avoid
traffic congestion,




